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Abstract

Alborz’s geographical position on the way between the Caucasus region to the west and the Central Asia
to the east and its great ecological diversity make it a key region for understanding human population
movements and their cultures during Pleistocene. The Caspian coastal plain and large and permanent
rivers with their tributaries combined with general marked environmental variations in this region sup-
ported a diverse fauna and flora during most of the Pleistocene which in turn provided rich ground for
human exploitation.

Darband finds indicate that hominins have been present in the region since at least Middle Pleistocene.
Evidence for Middle Paleolithic occupation of Alborz is known from a number of cave and open-air sites
among which three cave sites have been tested or excavated. These sites are Kiaram, Yarshalman and
Buzeir caves that have yielded Mousterian lithic artifacts in association with faunal remains. Presence of
woodlands or open woodlands species such as red deer, aurochs and bears in the faunal assemblages of
these sites indicates that these Middle Paleolithic occupations may have been related to the interglacial
or interstadials periods.

Archaeological, faunal and botanical remains from some of these sites along Alborz and south of the
Caucasus Mountains provide an opportunity to reconstruct changes in environment from at least late
Middle Pleistocene until the late Upper Pleistocene.
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